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ACTS xxvili. 5, 6. 
Flo ſhook off the Beaſt into the Fire, and felt nt 


harm. 8 
Fowbeit they looked when he ſpould have ſwollen, o- 
fallen down dead ſnddenly : but after they had, 
looked a great. while, and ſaw no Harm come 10 
him, they changed their minds, and ſaid that bel 
was a God. 8 

NT. Paul being caſt upon the Iſland Melita, was receiv 
— by the Inhabitants, with the reſt of the Ships Com of 

pany, with no little kindneſs, ver. 2. | 
Bur the holy Apoſtle being undiRtinguiſh'd in the Crowd, 
and ſhifting for himfelf in the Common Calamity, gathers 
ſome Sticks, and ſtooping down to lay them on the Fire, 3 
Viper, that had takeri. ſhelter againſt the Cold, among thoſe 
that had been laid on before, either refreſh'd by the gentle 
Heat, or enraged by the Violence of it, came ont of it, ani 
faſtned on bis hand, ver. 3. Ws DE 
When the Barbarians ſaw this, their Charity was quickly 
loſt in their Cenſoriouſneſs, and they ſay amongſt t bemſel vę 
(ver. 4.) No doubt this Man is a Murtherer, whom, thoug 
he hath eſcaped the Sea, yet ras: hr not to live. 
But he, ſupported by a lively Faith and a good Conſcience 
without being ſurprized et the ſudden Danger, or concern d 
at. their ſudden Alteration, Shakes off the Beaſt calmly int. 
the Fire, and ſhews, by his being ſo compos'd, that he fel 
no Harm. Howbeit (ſe loath were they to part with their 
Scandal) they look d when he ſhould hade ſwollen, or fallen 
down dead ſuddenly : but after they looked a great while, ani 
faw no Harm come to him; then theſe Ignorant Creatures, 
& heavy Bodies, which are at firft hard to be moved, but 
| | AN MTS harder 
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arder to be ſtopt afterwards, ran into Extremes; from Cen? 
More to Admiration, from Detraction to Flatery, from Slan- 
Her to blaſphemous Applauſe, They changed their minds, and 
ad HT 7 i -: 
| BD Whois there that conſiders attentively the Proceeding of 
It notheſe People, rhe Injuſtice of their Cenſure, and the Folly of 
their Applauſe, bur would immediately reſolve to avoid Judg- 
ing others: ſuch eſpecially as are not at all or very little known 


, Or 


3% $0 him ; and that too, upon account of any Mefortune chat 
ſhall befal them. ATE. 4 rs er en | 1 1 

L * Who is there that conſiders alſo the other part of this Paſ- 
e 


ſage, the. Behaviour of the Holy Apoſtle, but would reſolve, 
after his great Example, to put his Truſt in God alone, in 
all events; to deſpiſe equally the Cenſure and Applauſe of 
-eiv%{ {tbe Inconſtant World, and, in the Security and Tranquillity 
Com Jof a good Conſcience, proceed on ſteadily and faithfully in 
hs Duty. | AW 8 


. 


| Theſe are the things I would fain recommend in the fol- 


ow. * things I would gin rec 
ther; ſowing Diſcourſe; in order to which I beg leave to ſhew, _ 

re, off I. The Unreaſonableneſs and Danger of Judging others; 
thoſelll particularly ſuck Perſons as are not at all or very little 


known to us, upon account of any Calam 
other Appearance whatſoever. ... . 


ity, or any, 
II. How a wiſe and good Man ought to behave himſelf, if 


icklt he ſhould happen to ſuffer under any ſuch Judgment. 
eve I. the firſt thing I propoſe, is, to ſhew the Unreaſonablengſs 
509d Danger of Judging ot bers, &c. I ſhall do this, 
live 1. As to the Judging others, by any Calamity which {ball 
ence fal them, which the Inſtance in the Text leads me to di- 
on Coo ˙ m —ù ˙ OY 
ine There is no doubt but, where the Crime is notorious, 


od ſometimes orders the Puniſhment to be ſuch, as to be 
afily diſtinguiſh'd to be his own particular Act; that he 
may make ill People Examples to the World: and in ſuch 
caſes *tis not only lawful but neceſſary, to judge, that we 
may know how to beware. But then this is to be dong 
vben the Crime is plain to the whole World, not when it is 
uncertain whether there be any Crime at all; as it was St. 


Pauls Cafe | who wis a perfect Stranger to theſe People: 


another, how could this Judgment be right if the Perſon be 


Mlisfortunes; and therefore tis moſt unreaſonable to judge il 


mity will appear, if we conſider that theſe befal rhe Good, as 


both Reſpects, by their great Examples. 


For fuppoſing that a Private Man had Authority to judge 


unknown to him ? all he has to be guided by are Appearances 
only But our. Blefled Lord commands us not to judge b 
Appearances. but to judge Righteous Judgment. As il it 
were impoſſible to judge Righteous Judgment, if we judge b 
Appearance alone. Bur of all forts of Appearances, none 
are more uncertain than thoſe which riſe from Calamities and 


of others, by the Aflictions which they are expos'd to. 17 
This even the moſt cenſorious wou d be ready to acknow-· oo 
ledge, if we ſhould pretend to judge el of others, by their 
Succeſs or Proſperity, For Example, ſuppoſe any one ſhould... 


argue thus: This Man is grown Rich, of a ſudden, there- 
fore he muſt be very honeſt : Such a one is riſen mightily 
in the World, therefore tis certain he deſerves it: Another 
has eſcap'd ſtrangely in ſeveral Breaches and Battels, there- 
fore he undoubtedly fears God. There are few, I believe, 
that would allow theſe Concluſions to be juſt ; and yet thoſe 
are full as unjuſt, which are drawn againſt People upon ac- 
Count of any Calamity : when, upon their falling into Po- 
verty, Sickneſs, or other Misfortunes, unhappy Men ſhall 
be condemn'd as Murtherers and Reprobates, as guilty o 
ſome horrid Crime, and ſuffering for it under Divine Ven- 
geance, tho? at that very moment they ſhall be, as the Apo- 
ſtle was, faithfully diſcharging che Duty of a good Chriſtian, 
and highly accepted by their God. 8 
But the Unreaſonableneis of judging People by any Cala- 


well as the Wicked. And that to good People they are in- 
tended a Mercy, and not a Puniſhment: A Mercy to them- 
ſelves, as being a means of their improving in Virtue, and 
of the Increaſe of their Reward; and a Mercy to others, in 


Beſides, this way of judging implies a Neceſſity of ill Mens 
ſuffering in this Life, which is moſt unreaſonable to be ſup- 
poſed by thoſe who believe a Judgment to come. Pe — 
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ople in the Text knew Ide of this, and therefore were 
ot ſo much to be blam'd, if they thought immediate Pu- 
iſhment attended extraordinary Crimes; but this need not 
expected by any Chriſtian : He ſbould not be ſurprizʒ d 
d ſee the Murtherer eſcape Shipwreck, the Adulterer flouriſh, 
e buſie Flatrerer thrive, or the bitter Detractor encourag'd 
d careſs d; becauſe he knows that all theſe ſhall receive 
none eir Due hereafter, when the whole World ſhall appear before 
anole Judgment Seat of Chriſt. e got 7 
ge i Add to this, That *tis impoſſible the Bad alone ſhould 
fer in this Life, becauſe. they are ſo mingled with the 
ood ; live in the ſame Place, nay in the ſame Family; ſail 
the ſame Ship, fight in the ſame Battel, are concern'd in 
e ſame Intereſt and Deſigns ; that they muſt ſuffer often in 
he ſame manner: and conſequently, that it can never be 
W-aſonable to conclude, that they are all Bad, and they 'ooly, 
ber: ſuffer Evil. | 

dere · ¶ Furthermore, God has ſometimes particular Ends and De- 
1eVe gas in the Sufferings of good Men, and recommends tbem 
o the World, by the manner of his protecting them, or by 
me ſudden and unexpected turn of Proſperity, in a more 
emarkable manner, than if they had never been made ſub- 
ect to any Calamity at all. Thus the Tempeſt, which is 
elated at large in the laſt Chapter, was the occaſion of St. 
PauPs ſhewing his great Wiſdem, Piety and Faith, and 
Apo- ther Virtues, which ſoften'd the Hearts of the Soldiers and 
deamer towards bim and diſpos d them, without queſtion, to 
feceive the Knowledge of the True God; and for the ſame 


Cala- Mad was it, that this Viper was ſuffer'd ro wrap itſelf about 
d, ais Hand, and that he was deliver'd ſo miraculouſly from it. 
e in- 


hat might I fay of Upright Fob, of the Patriarch Foſeph, 
hem pf Daniel, and other Prophets. What might I fay of the 
Beloved Son of God himſelf, whom they repreſented in their 

a, i pufferings: Tho? his miſerable Life and bitter Death, made 
Ide Goſpel a Stumbling Block to the Fews, and to the Greeks 
ooliſhneſs ; yet to wiſe and good Men, to fuch æ were 
alled, both Fews and Greeks, it appear to be upon theſe 
ry Accounts, the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of _ 
A 3 3 age 
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ingly. 


not ſuffer Men to examine preſent Circumſtances, or to ex 


- of : 

— 
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along train of Events, before that which is decreed is brough 


particular Action; and becauſe it may ſeem at farlt to be od 


i ſelf? * 


8 | 
and ſuch ave ever Glory'd in the Croſs of Chriſt — | 


2. The Unreaſonableneſs of ;odging by Appearances, 80 
only as to Calamities, but as to any Appearances whatſoever 
may be ſeen by the Raſhneſs of Cenſoriouſneſs, which wil 


pect a little what may follow. Had thoſe Jews which re 
vil'd our Saviour upon the Croſs, bid him come down fron 
thence, and they-would believe in him; confider'd but 
little the manner of his Accuſation and Condemnation, the 
Temper, the Patience, the Conſtancy wherewith he ſuffer dM 
and the Miracles that attended upon his Death; when thi 
Sun was darken'd, the Earth did quake, and the Rocks rent 
they might, as well as the Centurion, bave confeſs'd trul 
this was the Son of God: How much more if they had con 
ſider'd the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Glory of h 
Aſcenſion. P 

But to come nearer to what happens almoſt every Day 
As Providence works by Second Cauſes, there muſt often be 


to paſs, | 1 

So is it in the Deſigns of wiſe and good Men; theſe ma 
require ſome time, and depend upon a long Courſe of AGE” 
on, before they are accompliſſid. But would it be reafon 
able in theſe Caſs to lay hold of any ſingle Event, any on 


or irregular, ceriſure God and Man immediately. 

If a Man ſhould take up any part of a Machine, which hi 
had never ſeen or heard of before, and that part too unf 
niſh'd'; and, without further Enquity, condemn and deſpil 
the whole Deſign, what would he be thoug ht of? how muc 
worle is it to proceed fo raſhly ? in wh concerns a Man 
Reputation; . in what may PPE to concern his Lik 


There cannot certainly be a more reaſomble Part of Ju 
ſtice and Modeſty, than for People to ſuſpe& their Malic 
when they ſpeak of an Enemy; or their Judgment, whe! 
they cenſure what they do not underſtand : Becauſe, K. 

| othc 


other Conſiderations, this might ſave them the Bluſh of chan- 
ging their Opinion, or the Confidence of perſiſting in it. 

But ſo quick is Envy, and fo ſwift is Malice, that it ſeizes 
immediately upon the leaſt Appearances, as if People were 
afraid of loſing the opportunity of Detraction. | 

Some Holy Men, to expreſs the Eagerneſs and Pleaſure of 
their Obedience, have faid-it was their Meat and Drink to do 
he Will of God; *tis to be fear'd, that there are many that 
ſerve the Devil with as keen an Appetite, that watch Mens 
Actions as hungry Beaſts do their Prey, and while Railing is 
Wcheir conſtant Diet, live upon Corruption: But what is worſt 
of all, after the fulleſt Eutertainment they are ſure to riſe with 


ob a new Appetite. | 
con Wberefore where there is this Eagernefs, this Gladneſs, 


his Impatience to condemn ; it mult certainly be impoſſible 
for Men to judge Righteouſly, and conſequently, unreafan+ 
able for them to judge at all. ** * | 
3. Another Argument, to prove the Unreaſonableneſs of 
ſuch Judgment; is, That cenſorious People are the moſt 
backward in the World, to find and acknowledge themſelves 
to be in the Wrong. Tas not till after they had looked 4 
great while and ſaw no harm come to the Apoltle, that theſe 
Slanderers in the Text chang'd their Minds. | 
I «confeſs indeed, tis hard for thoſe that are guilty of any 
Vice, to Condemn themſelves. The Glutton ard the Drun- 
kard, the Paſſionate and Revengeful, are as {low to own 
themſelves in the Wrong, as the Covetous or Ambitious : 
But the Cenſorious are beyond all theſe; and the greater the 
acer. {till (as 'tis in Matters of Religion it ſelf) the 
bolder the Pretences to Infallibility; while Falſhood and Dex 
famation harden by degrees into ſtubborn Pride, and then 
they who have dealt ſo freely with other Peoples Honour, 
ſhall become of a ſudden ftrangely nice of their own: They 
know they have been baſe and malicious, they know. thay 
What they have ſaid was falſe and unjuſt ; but who ſhall dare. 
to tell them ſo ? For, how often has Blood and Murther 
tollow'd ? How. often have whole Families, nay, whole Nay 
tons been engag d by degrees > while ſoche bave been im 
2 a, "As 


eh 


And when Slander is attended with Sighs and Groans, with 
Eyes and Hands that are lifted up; let the cleareſt Innocence, 


9 ws 4 

pos d upon by freſh Supplies of Scandal, and others impatient In! 
to Revenge it. S0 eaſily kindled, and yet ſo unquenchable MWeio: 
is Detraction; according to that of St. James (Chap. in. Whth 
Ver. 5, Oc.) Bebold, how great a matter a little Fire kind- Nes 
leth; the Tongue ts a Fire, a World of Iniquity, ſets on fire the Wor 
Courſe of Nature, entails Quarrels from Generation ro Gene- Wer 
ration, and u ſet on fire of Hell, For every kind of Bea#ts, 
and of Birds, and of Serpents, and of things in the Sea, 1 
tamed and hath been tamed of Mankind, But the Tongue can 
no Man tame, t an unruly Evil full of deadly Poiſon ; 
Therewith bleſs we God even the Father, the common Fa- 
ther of us all; and therewith curſe we Men which are made 
after the ſimilitude of God, Alas! this laſt Conſideration 
which the Apoſtle urges ſo pathetically, is ſo far from deterring 
Men from this Vice, that it ſeems rather to be a motive to it. 
For the more true Worth and Value, the more Wiſdom and 
Integrity, the more a Man has of the Similitude of God, the 
more likely is he to be defam'd; gnd that too, in the Name 
of God himſelf, Kg: | 
For of all forts of Detractors, none faſten deeper than the 
Religious Backbiter : The formal Hypocrite, while he is 
praiſing God and himſelf, condemns all the World beſide : 


the molt unſpotted Virtue look to it ſelf. For if Religion is 
made the Vehicle of the Poiſon, 'tis conyey'd fo ſubtlely, fo 
unexpected; that it de forms, if not deſtroys the faireſt Re- 
puration, ; RR | 

4. The Unreaſonableneſs of this Vice will appear yet fur- 
ther, if we conſider in the next place: That although a Man 
ſhould be willing, yet it is one of the moſt difficult things in 
the World, next to impoſſible, to make Reſtitution of a good 
Name, when he has once robb'd his Neighbour of it. 
A good Name & like Precious Ointment, in this reſpeQ, as 
well as others; that when once thrown down, it can ſcarce 
ever be geher'd up again, but never in its firſt purity, Be- 
cauſe, ſuppoſing eny one ſhould be ſtruck with Shame and 
Remorſe, for hay ing wrong d an Innocent Perſon; yet, how 
Yo SUE a | | * , . can 
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tient In he ever make him amends? His Submiſſion and Recan- 
able Neion. will never reach half fo far as bis Defaming did: For 
. ti. fthing is ſo ſwift, ſo ſuddenly diffus'd as Defamation ; ir 
ind- es and blaſts like Lightning; does more miſchief, reaches 


ore Perſons, than he 'that began it can ever know, or 


ene · er acquaint with his Repentance, though he heartily de- 
offs, Nes it. Wo © 7 ks by ii HD 
, „ Beſides, the receivers of Scandal are as loath to give it 
e can p, as they who firſt ſpread it, are to give Satisfaction: For 
ſon ; Where is ſuch a Pleaſure to ſome People in believing ill of 
Fa- Whers, that to be ſer right again is a perfect Diſappointment. 
nade WV bat muſt it be then, to own that they are ſo? yet this is 


ot all neither, they are not only obliged to clear the Injur'd 


ring Warty in theſe Caſes, but to accuſe themſelves ; to - accuſe 
to it. Whemſclves of Credulity, ill Nature, want of Charity, Judg- 
and 


ent, or the like; and how few ! how very few ! will part 
uh Scandal upon ſuch terms as theſe are. | 

But of all the ways whereby People endeavour to. make 
mends in this caſe, the running into extreams through Igno- 
ance or Flattery, is certainly the very worſt : As when the 


he is Name Men here in the Text, who had paſſed Sentence upon 
ide : t. Paul, as a Murt berer; cbang d their minds, and ſaid, that 
with Ne was a God. And yet ſomething, might be ſaid in their 
nce, Mpehalf, eſpecially as they were but Barbarians, as the Holy 
on is Ncripture calls them. They thought their Gods often ap- 
„ fo pear'd in Humane ſhapes ; and they were led into this ex- 
Re- Wream, by the Miracle which they ſaw. But what muſt it 


de for the Wiſe and the Knowing? What muſt it be for 


fur- ne that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, to run into theſe Extra- 
Man Nagancies? 

gs in The beſt thing that can be ſuppos'd in this Caſe, is, that 
good bey wou'd willingly made amends for what they have for- 


erly done or ſaid: But this is impoſſible, becauſe the ſame 
Envy and Self-love, which makes Poople liſten to Detracti- 


carce Won, will make them ſhut their Ears immediately againſt extra- 
Be- Nvagant Commendations. | 3 
and Beſides, this is not doing any one Juſtice, as is uſually pre- 


ended; becauſe, if Detraction takes from him, Flattery adds | 
_ 1 0 


to him more than he A8 and by ſo doing, caufes all 
to be called in queſtion ; and therefore expoſes him to Con- 
tempt, only a different wax. 

For if we conſider Flattery, as to him to whom it is offer d; 
if he allows of it and accepts it, it is che deſtroying of his Un- 
derſtanding, inſtead of his Reputation; it it like poiſoning 
by Perfumes, making a Man pleas d with his Ruine, and be- 
holding to you for his Deſtruction. 

If we conſider it as to thoſe that look on: The greater 
. Qualifications a Man has, the more dangerous will Flattery 
make him; for this will cauſe Knowledge to rankle into 
Pride, and Power into Oppreſſion; and when this is not ſo, 
it will draw both into Suſpicion of being miſapplied : For 
Flattery thickens and corrupts the Medium between the Senſe 
and Object, gives this a dreadful, rather than a pleaſing 
Form; and the more it magnifies, ſtill the more it frightens ; 

as the Sun thro a Miſt ſhews greater indeed, but then ſhews 
Bloody too. . PE | 
Add to this, That there are many which obſerve where 
Flatterers make their Court, where they are entertain'd, en- 
courag'd and careſs'd, and muſt deſpiſe the Perſon that is im- 
pos d upon by them. For to believe Flattery, is to make 
goop the worlt that Detraction can ſay ; it proves a Man to 
be of no Senſe, no Value at all, and therefore this cannot be 
a proper wey to make Reſtitution of a good Name: No, 
Flattery is ſo far from healing the Wounds which Scandal has 
made, that it makes them more viſible and dangerous; it 
may take away perhaps the Senſe of the Pain, but then it of- 
ten ends in a Mortification. — 

Fifthly and Laſelß, Tis both Unreaſonable and Dange- 
tous to cenſure thoſe that are unknown to us, upon any Cala- 
mity, or any other Appearance whatſoever ; becauſe this is 

meer Uſurpation, tis crowding into the Judgment Seat of 
God : according to that of St. James, cap. iv. ver. 12. 
taken in a general Senſe, There is one Lagiver who is able 
to ſave and to deſtroy ; who has a Right, as well as Power, 
to enquire into the Breach of his own Laws, and to reward ot 
puniſh thoſe that obſerve or neglect them; Who ars thou that 


Juageſs 


E e nd os. trot th 2 30. bo cot SE” 


ower, 


judgeſt, neben? Thou tharart but Duſt and Aſhes, ſubjeRt to 
Error and Infirmity thy ſelf, and yer takeſt upon thee that Au- 


thority over thy Fellow Servan 
The Magiſtrate indeed is God's 


which belongs to God alone: 
| icegerent in Criminal Cauſes ;; 
but that Magiſtrate does not cenſure or condemn immediate- 
ly, bur examines calmly, and conſiders impartially; nor is 
he guided by any Appearances whatſoever, but only by plain 
Evidences and undeniable Proofs; and after all, is as willing, 
at leaſt to acquit as to. condemn, becaufe tis the Crime, and 
not the Perſon, that he is concern'd about: But in Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, tis quite contrary ; here tis the Perſon, and not the 
Crime that is purſued; here 'tis Anger, Envy or Revenge, 
that whet the Detractor, not the Love of Virtue, or the De- 
fire of Reformation in the Party concern'd ; for how often is 
he guilty himſelf ofthe fame Fault? Or how willing would he 
be to connive at it, or excuſe it in another? Wherefore this 
i not only the judging others without any Authority, but the, 
judging of them with the greateſt Partiality; and therefore 
mult be allow'd to be molt dangerous, if ſuch People can be- 
lieve any thing of a World to come. For this is againſt all the 
Rules of motal Juſtice ; no civiliz d Nation but has ſhew d its 
Abhorrence of Sycophants and Detractors. But this is much 
more againſt the Dictates of our Holy Religion, againſt that 
Charity and Love, which the Goſpel of Peace breaths thro? 
every part of it. Againſt that holy Example of Truth, Ju- 
ſtice, Mercy, and every kind of doing good, which our Bleſ 
Lord hath ſer. before us; who did no Sin, neither was any Guile, - 
any Falſhood or Deceit found in his Month, Was not He a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with every kind of Griet 2 
Did He ſuffer ſuch a Life and ſuch a Death? And doſt thou 
cenſure all thoſe for Wicked Men, that fall under any Cala- 
mity ? Did not He command thee to love thine Enemies? 
and doſt thou rail ſo heartily at thy Friends? Doſt thou invert 
the Order 'of Nature and Chriſtianity, and curſe them that 
bleſs thee 2 hate them that do good to thee, and deſpightfully 
uſe and perſecute thoſe that pray for thee 2 and ſhall not cx 
very Jeſus, whoſe Commands thou do thus deſpiſe, come to 
Judge thee at the laſt Day? Remember thoſe Words of his; 
St. Marth. 7. 1, 2. Fudge not, leſt ye be judged : For with what 
Judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged ; and with what Meaſure ye 
meet, it ſhall be meaſured unto you again. And think how dread» 


fully his Threat ſhall be put in Execution, at that great and _ 
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cible Day. of the Lord. 
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And thus I have 16 through what 1 proporid, 2s td that 
w'd t 


firſt general Head of this Diſcourſe; and e Unrea- 
ſonableneſs and Danger of judging others, eſpecially ſuch Per- 
ſons as are not at all, or very little known to us, upon account 
. ofany Calamity ; becauſe they that judge il of ſome upon this 
Ground, will not allow that we ſhould judge wel of others 
only upon account of their Proſperity. Becauſe Calamities be- 
tal both the good and the bad, and therefore can be no cer- 
tain diſtinction of one Man from another: Beſides this im- 
plies a neceſſity of bad Mens ſuffering according to their De- 
ſerts in this Life; which is the more unreaſonable, becauſe we 
believe a Judgment to come; and withal, the good and bad 
are ſo mingled in this Life, that tis impoſſible the bad alone 
ſhould ſuffer; becauſe roo, God has often particular Deſigns 
in the Sufferings of good Men. | 
In thenext place, I ſhew'd the Unreaſonableneſs and Danger 
of judging thoſe that are unknown to us, upon account, not 
only of theſe Appearances, but alſo any others whatſoever ; 
becauſe of the Raſhneſs and Ignorance of ſuch Judgment; be- 
cauſe the moſt Cenſorious are the moſt backward to find, or to 
own themſelves in the wrong; and tho they ſhould be willing 


to do ſo, yet tis impoſſible to reftore a good Name by any 


Endeavours whatſoever, but eſpecially by running into Flat- 
tery. Laſtly, becauſe of the Uſurpation and Partiality which 
Men are guilty of in ſuch Judgments, and the certainty of 
their Suffering in the ſame meaſure hereafter. From what has 
been ſaid upon this Head, I ſhall draw but one ſhort Inference, 
and then proceed to the other. 


| If it be ſo unreaſonable, ſo unjuſt and dangerous to cenſure | 


ſuch People as the worſt of Men, as areuhknown to us, upon 
account of ſome Calamity, or ſome other outward Appearance 
only ; then how much more mult it be all this, to detract from 
thoſe who have no ſuch Appearances, but who are known to 
their very Detractors, to be Men of great Virtues, Piety, Ho- 
nour, Integrity, and the like. 72-3 5 008 

. © Backbiting and Slander, are the common Effects of all the 
Vices that we are guilty of towards our Neighbour * The 
Covetous rail at thoſe they ought to celieve ; the Cowardly to 
diſguiſe their Fears, and promote their Revenge; the Ambi- 
tious to make way for their Advancement ; and the Vain- 
glorious to recommend themſelves: Alas, how many Cauſes 
are there of this Evil! yet ſtill this uſed to creep abroad in 


NONE e ſpread about with mighty Caution, and/ſo- 


Hyeth by day. 


lemn Ties of Secrecy. Ix uſed ro be the Peſtilence that walked 
in Darkneſs, as the Pſalmiſt Tpeaks; but now i the Arrow that 
Now tis practis d openly, and almoſt ever 

where, become a kind of Art, regulated and methodiz'd, 
while thouſands rail as they are inſtructed, and defame in Fa- 
ctions and Parties. Alas, how far is this from Chriſtianity (as 
I have already ſhewn ) and what muſt. be the diſmal Conſe- 
quences of it! *T'is this that keeps up our Diviſions, and 
widens our Breaches every Day; and where this Envy and 
Strife is, Confuſion and every evil Work mult neceffarily fo}. 
low. How very reaſonable is it therefore in the next place, 

Il. To give ſome Rules how a wiſe and good Man ought to 
behave himſelf, if he happens to ſuffer under this Evil. 

Tis moſt probable, that the holy Apoſtle took little notice 
of what theſe People faid of him, or of their Behaviour towards 
him; that he was not moved with their Cenſure, but ſhook 
it off as he did the Vi , and that he regarded as little after- 
wards their ſecond ſudden Change, in their extravagant A 
plauſe ; for his Thoughts were taken up with greater Ob. 
jects, and his Soul more nobly employ'd ; either raiſed up to 
Heaven, by a lively Faith and Dependance upon his God; 
or elſe contriving which way to diſcharge beſt, the great 
_ that was repoſed in him, in the Converſion of the Gen- 
tiles. | r 

God, who has ſtop'd the force of devouring Fire, the mouths 
of hungry Lions, and poiſonous Vipers, to deliver his faithful 
Seavants, has not thought fitting to bridle the Tongues of 


W Backbiters and Slanderers ; becauſe theſe may poſſibly be born, 


by the Aſſiſtance of Reaſon and Religion, and entirely con- 
futed, by a ſteady courſe of Virtue : Nay, Blaſphemy it ſelf, 
that is nothing but Scandal and Detraction, as to God's Wit: 
dom, Goodneſs, or Power, (which tho? ſo Infinite and Ado- 
rable, cannot aſcape the Pride of Conceited and Ingrateful 
Man.) Yer, I fay, as to Blaſphemy it ſelf, how often and how. 
long does the Father of Mercies bear with this? and was not 
that Patience and Meekneſs in holy David towards Shimei, 
when he cursd and revil'd him, (2 Sam. cap. 16. ver. 11, 12.} 
one of the Reaſons why he was call'd a Man after God's 
own Heart? When Mirhael the Arch-Angel contended with 
the Devil about the Body of Moſes, as we read in the Epiſtle. of 
Jude (ver. g.] who, as it is moſt probable, pretended Ong he 
« 


vant of the God of Peace, durſt not bring even againſt him 


Scandal as much, as he would do Flatrery, make him march 
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had found out the Place were he was buried; and would have 
tempted the ems to have Worſhip d him, as their great Law: 
giver and Defender: He ſupported this Forgery without que 
ion, with many Calummes, and wich Blaſphemy itſelf. Yer 
the Holy Angel, tho' he was forc'd to contend and diſpute 


with him, preſery'd ſtill that Temper which became the Ser. 


any railing Accuſation, but left him to his great Maſter ; ſaying 
only, The Lord-rebuke thee, So ſhould every good Man in his 
private Capacity, behave himſelf: It Slander and Detraction, 
mould beſet him, let him not 'wholy and immediately deſpiſe 
it: The worſt of People pretend to do ſo: But let him ſearch 
into his Conſcience impartially, call himſelf to a ſtrift Exa- 
mination by the Law of God, and each Commandment of it: 
And if he find himſelf Guilty in any reſpect, let him Repentif 
immediately : Put, if nothing riſe up againſt him there, if no- 
thing be found amiſs thin, no matter what the whole World 
ſays: And O! that it were written in every Heart! engraven 
deeply in every Memory, that it 3s not by what others ſay of un. 
but hy our own Actions, that ive ſhall be judged at the laſt Day. © 
| This would give a good Man Courage and Conſtancy, to 
ſupport Calumny and Slander ; and while he rejoices in the Ab 
ſolution, in the Applauſe of a good Conſcience, and contemmny 


on boldly and ſteadily in his Duty. Such Men indeed, are 
uarded by wartchtul Providende; the Wicked may approach, 
but not approach to hurt them; the Viper may reach ther 
Hand, yet not be permitted to faſten there, but may be ſhaken 
off immediately into the Fire. N 
But let not this be any Comfort to thoſe that are any ways 
Guilty, or really Vitious. Let not ſuch People, when they 
ſuffer under evil Report, or are cenſured juſtly for their Crimes; 
think to come off with a formal Look, and by ſaying Gravely, 
that they thank God they have a good Conſcience, and there: 
fore care not what the World ſays. Alas ! How eaſily are 
ſuch People diſcover'd, it but a little obſervd: They have the 
Audaciouſneſs of ſtubborn Guilt, rather than the Eaſineſs et 
ſecure Innocence; ſometimes they are complaining and clear-i 
ing of themſelves to thoſe who are not concern'd, or who 
know little of the Matter, and wondring how People can be 
ſo Uncharitable ; ſometimes again they are in the greateſt W- 
Rage, deſpiling and threatning all the World ; but N 
2 EAI 


esd with the dulleit Flattery. Let, ſuppoſe that 
eſe People could impoſe upon the World : Can they 
er eſcape the Knowledge of God? Can they ever avoid 
e Reproaches of thoſe Conſciences which they Ap- 
cal to? Will not theſe ſuggeſt to them, that *tis not 
candal but Juſtice that they ſuffer undet; and therefore 
hat it is not Conſtancy, but Impudence to deſpiſe it? 
Vill not theſe 2 them with their diſſembling with 
od and Man y their Falſhood and Hypocriſie? and 
aunt them ſtill in their Solitudes and Retirements, 
ho they carry it off ſo confidently in Public: 
Whereas the honeſt upright Man, is always ſet led 
ad composd ; He cannot chuſe whither he will be 
Kaild at, but he can chuſe whither he will be Flatter'd 
r no; and of the two, had rather be thought a Mur- 
derer, than told that he is a God. 3 
Beſides, however ill usd he is Abroad, his ſuffering 
nnocence and Injur'd Honour, will afford him Comfort 
t Home ; and tho he be ruin'd in his Fortune, and 
leſerted by his Friends; he may oy ſafely retire to 
is good Conſcience, and always boldly Appeal to his 
od. And without queſtion, this Evenneſs of Tem- 
der, is one of the beſt ways to leſſen, if not to conquer 
his Evil. A virtuous and good Man unmov'd by 
erWcandal and Defamation, calm and ferene in the midi? 
df Obloquy; nay, Curſes themſelves is compar'd by 
intoninus ¶ lib. 8. ſect. 43.] to a ſmooth and tranſpa- 


wh 2s Stream, which, though you throw never ſo much 
-— Witt into it, retains ſtill the Purity of its Source, and 
avehy lears it ſelf by flowing on. And ſo indeed it happens 
there. ery often: When juſtice and Integrity, are the Foun- 
ly. are tains of all our Actions; a ſteady courſe of Virtue will 
re theſſWccover a ſullied Reputation, becauſe a continu'd courſe 
es olf good Actions, will juſtifie thoſe which have been 
cleat : Mueſtion'd before. This I ſay it does very often, and. 
| you ould do ſo always, were not the wretched Stream of 
awpkr Life ſo very ſhort. But then to make amends for this, 
f ways" falls into Eternity; that Boundleſs} but to good Men, 


that 
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that Calm, that Pacifick Ocean! which no Detrad 
on reaches, which no Malice can ever diſturb; bu 
where happy Saints and Angels ſhall be always Bleſſed 


with Holy Raptures of mutual Charity and Love; an 
rewarded with an Eternal Union, with oe anotht 


and their Gd! 


In a word: As every good and honeſt Man wou! 
abhor being guilty himſelf of Flattery or Detraction 
ſo if he happens to be attack'd by either, let him col 
lect himſelf within his own Virtue, and repel the vai 
Attempt with generous Diſdain. And r 12 

ect 


to unjuſt Defamation : If he ſuffers this for the fa 


his Religion and Integrity, let him know that it is fo a 


his Saviour's fake, and therefore that it ought to be th: 


occaſion of Joy, rather than Trouble to him: Tha 
this is no new thing, but what has happen d to the be! 
of Men, and what may turn unſpeakably to his Ad 


vantage. Wherefore let him hold faſt his Integrity bu 


a little while, a little longer, and Death ſhall fer hin 
free, and the Righteous God, the God of Truth ant 


Juſtice, ſhall be his exceeding great Reward. 


* 


N 1 


We have our Saviour's own Word for it, [Matth, y. 


honeſt Man apply it boldly to himſelf. Bleſſed are you 
when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay all man 
ner of Evil againſt you falſely; remember it.muſt be falſe 
ly, for my ſake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great: 
jour reward in Heaven: For ſo perſecuted they the Prophe: 


which were before on. 
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II, £2.} with which I ſhall conclude, and let even 
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